
Saving files for the web 

For web pages, you will generally want to save photos in JPEG format. JPEG is used more than any other format 

for photos on web pages. (Other web formats include GIF—usually used for images with limited colors—and 

PNG—a less often used, but flexible format.) 


JPEG is popular because it compresses well—that is, you can make files smaller without sacrificing quality. 

However, if you compress too much, file quality will suffer; the trick is to find the right balance between image 

quality and compression. 


Photoshop makes this process easier through a command called Save For Web. You can use Save For Web to 

preview JPEGs with different compression settings before you save them. 


Note: When you save a file for the web, it appears at its full pixel size. The document size does not affect how 

the image appears in a browser. For example, an image whose pixel size is 640 x 480 displays at that size in a 

browser. The document size affects only how the image prints. 
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To save a file as a JPEG:  

	 1.	 Start Photoshop and open an image. 


	 2.	 Choose File > Save For Web.  

The Save For Web dialog box appears (Figure 1). 


	 3.	 In the Optimized File Format pop-up menu, 

choose, JPEG, if it is not selected. (Figure 2).


	 4.	 Click the 2-Up tab to display both the original and a 

preview of the file to be saved (Figure 3). 


	 5.	 Adjust quality by using either the Compression 

Quality pop-up menu or the Quality slider  

(Figure 4).  

As you change settings, observe how the quality of 

the lower (preview) photo appears compared to the 
file size. Ideally, you want to find the right balance 

between preserving compressed image quality 

against smallest file size. 
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Figure 1 Save For Web dialog box

Figure 2 Optimized File Format menu



	 6.	 When you are satisfied, click Save.  
Clicking Save automatically saves a copy of the image 

as a JPEG with the settings you indicated. The 

original image is left unchanged. For working 

purposes, you may want to incorporate some of the 

settings into the filename, such as 

“banner_medium.jpg” for an image saved as a 

medium-quality JPEG.  
After you save, the original file stays open in 

Photoshop. 


 

Note: If the original image is also a JPEG (many digital 

cameras use JPEG as a format), you need to save the 

copy in a different location from the original (or give it 

a different name) to avoid confusion.  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Figure 3 Save For Web dialog box, 2-up mode 

Figure 4 Save For Web settings 


